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HT Chandigarh 

 

IIT-Kanpur prepares metro feasibility report 

TNN Jan 7, 2014, 11.20AM IST 

KANPUR: The Kanpur Development Authority (KDA) is preparing a feasibility report to run metro trains here. The IIT-
Kanpur is helping the KDA in chalking out the plan for metro route. 

Town planner Ashish Shivpuri said that IIT-K had assured to submit the prepared plan and feasibility report by 

the end of the week. After a review, the report will be forwarded to state government, probably next week.Chief 

minister Akhilesh Yadav declared to run metros in seven cities, including Lucknow. The state government had 

asked the KDA to prepare a feasibility report for metro route in the city. 

The KDA authorities sought help from IIT-K to chalk out the metro plan. 

"Professor Vasudevan of IIT-K had accepted our proposal for preparing the feasibility report for metro in the 

city. He and his team had prepared the base for the train route. He is supposed to compile the report by the end 

of the week," Shivpuri said. 

He added that if the proposed plan will be sanctioned by the state government than the authorities will take a 

step forward to file the detailed project report (DPR). 

The feasibility report will contain all the routes of the metro. Steps for alternative routes and measures to 

overcome hurdles will also be the part of the feasibility report. 

The assessment of financial gain and its benefits in the city are also the part of the report. 

A KDA source said that the callous approach of KMC may hamper the metro plan. Even after several 

intimations, the KMC authorities failed to chalk out the mobility plan for metro. A few months ago, the KMC 

started chalking out plan for mobility in the city with the help of traffic department but the matter is being 

neglected since months. 
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IIT – Not Such a Rosy Picture 

http://www.newslaundry.com/2014/01/not-such-a-rosy-picture/ 

  
The new year brought some good news through the newspapers – or so it seemed. Amidst the overwhelming 

cynicism and the impending doom of the Indian economy, a headline in The Times of India read, “IIT 

Kharagpur creates record, more than 1000 students get placed”. The supposedly punctilious The Hinducarried a 

news report – “It’s raining jobs in IIT Kharagpur”. The pink papers were expected to delve deeper into the 

matter. The indolence, however, befuddles me. The headlines in Business Standard and The Economic 

Times repeated the same sentiment. There were other newspapers and news websites too singing the same song. 

In spite of being a proud recent graduate of IIT Kharagpur, I found these headlines disturbing. I know students 

in the campus who find these headlines not just disturbing but harrowing. 

These are students who have performed decently in their academics, participated in sports and managed to 

sketch out the required one page resumé for themselves. They have been running from one company interview 

to another, still unable to land a job despite it supposedly “raining jobs” on campus. Their parents read these 

headlines and think of their children as extremely poor performers who are unable to beat their peers who are 

excelling and grabbing jobs with annual salaries as high as USD 125,000. 

These kinds of news reports place students under immense pressure. Let us look at the present statistics of 

placements in IIT Kharagpur which has created a “record” by crossing the 1000 mark. According to my sources 

from The Training and Placement Cell of IIT Kharagpur, the 1010 students who have been placed till January 2, 

2014 form a mere 51.8% of the 1950 students who had registered for placements.The students who are 

supposed to have let down their families by not performing in accordance with the “record” standards set by 

other classmates actually belongs to a group of 48.2% students in IIT Kharagpur. If the studentsare enrolled in a 

M.Tech/MCP, MMST or LLB program in the institute, they would belong to 67.3% of the unplaced students in 

these programs. If these students are enrolled in a two year M.Sc program, they will be among the 108 students 

who have not been placed out of 116 students who had registered for placements. 

The incidence of suicides at IITs is a poorly kept secret. In my four years at IIT, I have seen a few successful 

and heard of more than a few unsuccessful attempts. The irresponsible reportage could have an adverse effect 

on students who can crack under the societal pressure of not landing a good salary package during placements. 

The figures I have thrown are of the Phase I placements. It is in this phase that most students are offered jobs. 

Very few students get jobs, especially ones with decent packages, in Phase II. Quite clearly, records have been 

broken and more students have been placed than in previous years. However, the system has been unable to 

cope with the increasing number of students’ intake. If elite institutions like the IITs, known for breaking 
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records in terms of number of students placed and the packages offered, are unable to place as many as 48.2% 

of students, we should stop expecting anything of the engineering colleges which have mushroomed throughout 

the nation without proper faculties and amenities. 

The media is known for its cloying admiration of institutes like IITs. It has a habit of presenting a salubrious 

picture of the placements every year by selective dissemination of information. The media seems to lack the 

will or ability to ask inquisitive questions. The very fact that none of the publications mentioned cared to ask 

how many students are yet to be placed – while reporting that more than 1000 have already been placed –is 

telling. The IITs do not stand absolved in the wrong message being propagated either. Look at the official note 

released by IIT Kharagpur on its website. The note, quite smugly, announces the crossing of the 1000 mark in 

the placements. However, that is not the most misleading part of the note. The notes also states that the range of 

salaries offered to the students falls between INR 12 lakh to USD 125,000. Most graduates from IIT would be 

able to vouch that the average package must be closer to half the starting range mentioned in the note published. 

From what I have seen, it is more likely to find a student earning one fourth of the starting salary mentioned 

than find a student in the range published. 

We have, till now, only focussed on the plain numbers. The greater issues such as the deficiency of enough 

technical jobs for students from top technical institute have never been mentioned by the media. The plum jobs 

are offered for the first few days and most of these jobs are offered by service sector companies instead of 

manufacturing sector companies (Department of Computer Science and Engineering is an exception which 

attracts enough technical jobs for its students). I am working with a sales and marketing consultancy after 

graduating from IIT Kharagpur’s Metallurgical and Materials Engineering department. 

We have been ignoring such problems and will continue to do so. The institute seems very happy with its 

performance and the unctuous media rarely asks any questions. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh recently 

expressed his concern over the state of affairs in the higher education sector. None of the IITs made it to the top 

200 educational institutes listed in the QS World University rankings last year. The change, unfortunately, 

seems far away as we seem to lack enough doubting Thomases. Indian higher education including the elite 

institutes like IITs requires critics – is the media listening? 

The author can be contacted at singh.kunal.iit@gmail.com  

Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) Alumni in USA Announce 

their New Chairman and President 

  January 06, 2014 --  

PanIIT USA, the alumni body of Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) in USA is proud to announce that Dr. 

Shailesh J. Mehta will take over as Chairman and Arjun Sen will take over as President for the period 2014-15. 

Dr. Mehta is the Managing General Partner of Granite Hill Capital Partners . He is a former Chairman of the 

Board, CEO and Founding team member of Providian Financial Corporation. Dr. Mehta has been a general 

partner with Invesco funds and operating general partner of WestBridge Capital. Dr. Mehta has served as the 

president and COO of Capital Holding which was the 10th largest insurance company in America. Dr. Mehta 

was Executive Vice President of Key Corp (formerly AmeriTrust). Dr. Mehta is on the board of, or has 

previously served on the numerous boards as directors.  

Dr. Mehta has received awards for excellence for Leadership for Excellence in Business and Technology, 

Excellence in Corporate Citizenship, Excellence in Philanthropy, Leadership and Friendship, Special 

Community Awards and the Millennium Award. He has formed the Shailesh J. Mehta and Kalpa S. Mehta 

http://goo.gl/wHR8ot
http://goo.gl/FxaRvv


Page 6 of 13 

 

Charitable Foundation, which has given millions of dollars in grants to various institutions and causes such as: 

Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay Shailesh J. Mehta School of Management, Asian Art Museum, 

American Indian Foundation, Case Western Reserve University, California State University at East Bay, and 

UC Berkeley.  

"The IITs are renowned for producing some of the best global corporate leaders, academicians, technologists 

and entrepreneurs," said Dr. Shailesh J. Mehta, the incoming chairman. Mehta went on to say that "I attended 

the Houston Conference and was impressed with the energy and enthusiasm of the volunteers who delivered a 

world class conference that all of us, alumni will be proud of. It gives me confidence that working with such a 

dedicated group we can make a significant difference." 

This year's global conference speakers included Nobel Laureate Amarta Sen and ex-president of Mexico, 

Vicente Fox. Past global conference speakers include President Bill Clinton, Bill Gates and Jack Welsh. 

Arjun Sen, the incoming PanIIT USA President, is the President and Founder of ZenMango, a premier brand 

consulting company whose clients include fortune 500 companies and major sports personalities. Before 

ZenMango, Sen was the VP of Marketing & Operations for Papa John's International Inc. He also served as the 

chair of the Governor's small business council in Colorado. 

Sen has been involved with PanIIT USA for the last four years. Sen said, "Our energetic and passionate alumni 

takes pride in giving back. 2013 - 14 are the years to showcasing the contribution of IIT Alumni brand and 

support our Alumni, we also realize that. Going forward, I see many opportunities to enhance our brand and 

provide value to our members." 

There are more than 60,000 IIT alumni in USA of which more than half are actively involved with PanIIT. One 

of the key missions for PanIIT USA is to promote the spirit of giving back in the USA and to the IITs and to 

India.  

ABOUT IIT (Indian Institute of Technology)  

Today, IIT offers undergraduate, integrated postgraduate and postgraduate degrees in over 25 different 

engineering, technology and business/management disciplines in sixteen campuses around the country. Alumni 

from the IITs have made a significant impact in their chosen professions not only in India but also in nearly 

every country in the world. IIT Alumni occupy positions of leadership at top universities, at leading research 

institutions, at small and large companies, in government, and at non-profits. 

Contribution of IIT Alumni has been recognized in the United States by all major news and media publications. 

CBS- 60 Minutes in 2005 stated, "IIT may be the most important university you have never heard of. Put 

Harvard, MIT and Princeton together and you begin to get an idea of the status of this university in India." In 

the same commentary, CBS -60 minutes called IIT's curriculum "may be the most rigorous in the world." The 

entire interview can be viewed at http://www.iit.org/. 

Read the full story at http://www.prweb.com/releases/2014/1/prweb11457367.htm. 
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